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Textual  Questions:
1. “Griffin was rather a lawless person.” Comment.

Ans : Griffin was not bothered if he had harmed anybody in the fulfilment of what he
wanted. He set his landlord’s house on fire because the landlord tried to make him
leave. Then his robberies at shops and later in the village indicate that he was a
lawless person. When he encountered the landlady of the inn, he threw a chair at her
and her husband. Lawless persons like Griffin never think about the safety and well-
being of others. They are only concerned about themselves.

2. How would you assess Griffin as a scientist?
Ans : Griffin is a brilliant scientist, as he discovers how to make himself invisible. But
he seems to enjoy the feeling of power which he gets out of his invisibility. The power
to hurt anybody without getting noticed can give sadistic pleasure to some people. A
true scientist should make discoveries for the larger benefit of society, not just for his
own benefit.

3. Are there forces around us that are invisible, for example, magnetism? Are
there aspects of matter that are ‘invisible’ or not visible to the naked eye?
What would the world be like if you could see such forces or such aspects of
matter?

Ans : Magnetic forces and electrostatic forces are examples of invisible forces. The
atoms and molecules in a matter are so small that they are not visible to the naked
eye. Similarly, heat energy is invisible. Similarly, sound is invisible to us. While the idea
of seeing invisible things can be very exciting, their visibility would create too many
problems. For example, if we are able to see all the sound around us, that would be
too irritating for us.



4. What makes glass or water transparent (what is the scientific explanation for
this)? Do you think it would be scientifically possible for a man to become
invisible, or transparent? (Keep in mind that writers of science fiction have
often turned out to be prophetic in their imagination)

Ans : The fact that light can pass through glass or water makes them transparent.
When light falls on an object, the reflected light from that object makes it visible to us.
If some device can be made which can prevent reflection of light from the human
body then the human body can be made invisible.

Extra Questions
EBQ
Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow:

He broke open boxes and wrappers and fitted himself out with warm clothes. Soon,
with shoes, an overcoat and a wide-brimmed hat, he became a fully dressed and
visible person.

1. Who is ‘he’ in the given lines?

a. Mr. Jaffers
b. The clergyman
c. Griffin
d. Mr Hall

2. Where was he?

a. In the village of Iping
b. At the theatrical company
c. At his new house
d. At a London store

3. Why does the author state ‘he became a fully dressed and a visible person’?

a. Because the protagonist was feeling cold
b. Because the protagonist was a beggar
c. Because the protagonist was invisible



d. All the above

4. Why does ‘he’ break open the boxes and wrappers?

a. To fit himself in it
b. To find himself some warm clothes
c. To find a place to sleep
d. None of these

5.  _____________ in the extract is an antonym of ‘unseen’.

a. Invisible
b. Fully dressed
c. Fitted
d. Visible

SAQ
1. How did the invisible man first become visible?
The invisible man (Griffin) first became visible after he slipped into a big London store
for keeping warm and overslept there while wearing some clothes taken from the
store. The clothes made him visible to the shop assistants when the shop opened in
the morning. To escape from them, he had to shed all his clothes to become invisible
again.

2. Why was he wandering in the streets?
Though he was a brilliant scientist, he was a lawless person. His landlord disliked him
and wanted to evict Griffin. In revenge, he set fire to the house. To escape, he
removed his clothes, becoming invisible. Thus he became homeless and was
wandering the streets of London.

3. Why does Mrs Hall find the scientist eccentric?



Mrs Hall found the scientist eccentric because of his strange appearance and also,
when she tried to be friendly with him, he rebuffed her by saying that he has come
there for solitude and did not wish to be disturbed in his work.

4. What other extraordinary things happen at the inn?
At the inn, Mrs Hall and her husband went into the scientist’s room on finding its door
open. However, he was not seen in the room, but Mrs Hall heard a sniff and the hat on
the bedpost leapt up and dashed into her face. Then the bedroom chair sprang into
the air and pushed them both out of the room. This made Mrs Hall think that her
furniture was haunted.

LAQ
What impression do you form of Griffin after reading the lesson, “Footprints without
Feet”?
Griffin was a brilliant scientist, as he discovered a drug due to which his body became
transparent as a sheet of glass after swallowing it. This made him invisible. But he was
a lawless person. Because of his misdeeds, he became a homeless wanderer without
clothes and money. He was an introvert with a desire for solitude. He was always
seeking adventure, being fond of mysterious things. However, he was unscrupulous,
as he robbed various people to finance his work, besides he got angry very quickly,
which caused him to become a fugitive.
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